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its first piece of legislation yesterday 
to prioritize employment opportunities 
for veterans and reservists. This is par-
ticularly important to me as I proudly 
represent Fort Bragg and over 100,000 
veterans, servicemembers, and their 
spouses. 

Recently, I held a military round-
table in Fayetteville, North Carolina. 
As you can imagine, the number one 
concern for military spouses and vet-
erans was unemployment. 

Unfortunately, ObamaCare’s em-
ployer mandate has made employment 
opportunities for veterans scarcer than 
ever before. However, the Hire More 
Heroes Act is a step in the right direc-
tion in improving veterans’ transition 
into the civilian workforce. 

This commonsense legislation is to 
be held up and applauded. I am proud 
to have been an original cosponsor, and 
I look forward to do more for our vet-
erans every day. 

f 

CUBA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
due to President Obama’s latest ac-
tions designed to seek closer ties to 
rogue regimes and terrorist groups 
across the world, these entities now 
have the blueprint on how to obtain 
concessions from the United States: 
hold innocent American citizens hos-
tage and demand the release of con-
victed terrorists or spies in return. 

The Castro regime has always and 
will always continue to perpetrate the 
most heinous of human rights viola-
tions in order to remain in control over 
the millions of Cubans yearning for 
freedom. What does that say about us 
as a Nation when we are willing to cave 
to the demands of these thugs and ter-
rorists and abandon our ideals and our 
policies? 

We must uphold the American values 
of freedom, democracy, respect for 
human rights and the rule of law, and 
stand in solidarity with all people who 
crave these fundamental rights. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS IN 
PARIS, FRANCE 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I know at 
some point the House will take more 
official and formal notice of what hap-
pened in Paris as we awakened early 
yesterday morning. It was such a trag-
ic terrorist act not only upon freedom 
of the press, but upon freedom of ex-
pression and life in a civil society. 

In this Chamber, there are two paint-
ings, as you know, Mr. Speaker. One is 
of our patriarch, George Washington, 
and the other is of the Marquis de La-
fayette. After 9/11, the French news-
paper Le Monde said, ‘‘We are all 
Americans.’’ Last night, we heard, ‘‘Je 

suis Charlie.’’ People all over the world 
were saying, ‘‘I am Charlie,’’ ref-
erencing Charlie Hebdo, the publica-
tion that was assaulted. 

I am certain the Speaker is putting 
together a formal moment of silence, 
but I didn’t want the day to go by with-
out acknowledging the tragedy that be-
fell our friends in France. They were 
with us to help the founding of our 
country, hence the Marquis de Lafay-
ette painting in this Chamber, along 
with our own patriarch, George Wash-
ington. 

My thoughts and prayers and those of 
our Members are with the families of 
those who lost their lives in this ter-
rible terrorist act and also with the 
people of France as they mourn their 
loss. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call for increased account-
ability in Congress. The American pub-
lic has signaled time and time again 
that it is frustrated with the dysfunc-
tion in Washington. 

For far too long, Congress has failed 
to fund the government on schedule 
and has fallen into a cycle of crisis 
management with shortsighted, tem-
porary budget measures. To fix this, I 
have introduced a bill and a resolution 
that can help prove to the American 
people that Congress is here to do its 
duty. 

First, the No Budget, No Pay Act 
would prohibit Members of the House 
or Senate from receiving a paycheck if 
their respective Chamber fails to pass a 
budget by April 15. H. Res. 17, the Stay 
on Schedule resolution, prohibits the 
House from adjourning for an August 
recess unless we have passed all of our 
appropriations bills by July 31. 

These are commonsense initiatives 
that will restore regular budget order 
and provide certainty to our commu-
nities. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in fixing the dysfunction in Congress 
by cosponsoring the No Budget, No Pay 
Act and the Stay on Schedule resolu-
tion. 

f 

PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
the 99th annual Pennsylvania Farm 
Show in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania hosts the largest in-
door agriculture exposition in the Na-
tion with nearly 6,000 animals, 10,000 
competitive exhibits, and 300 commer-
cial exhibits. The Farm Show show-
cases Pennsylvania agriculture, an in-
dustry exceeding $7.5 billion in annual 
cash receipts. Pennsylvania has 62,000 

farm families, stewards of more than 
7.7 million acres of farmland. 

The Pennsylvania Farm Show fea-
tures the full spectrum of Pennsyl-
vania-preferred food and products. It is 
only possible through the hard work of 
staff of the Pennsylvania Farm Show 
Complex, the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and hundreds of 
volunteers. 

Special thanks to Pennsylvania Sec-
retary of Agriculture George Greig and 
one of my favorite Pennsylvania agri-
culture ambassadors, Mike Firestine, 
for their leadership. 

I encourage all Pennsylvanians to at-
tend the 99th Pennsylvania Farm Show 
and to celebrate Pennsylvania’s afford-
able, high-quality, and safe food. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF 
NEW ORLEANS 

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate and celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of the Battle of 
New Orleans. A lot of celebrations are 
going on about this important, decisive 
victory that helped America expand 
West and establish the Port of New Or-
leans, but there has also been such a 
great collaboration with the British 
Government. 

In fact, the British Government has 
been working with the National Park 
Service and the Battle of New Orleans 
Commission to not only commemorate 
this occasion, but also to remember 
those who died on both the American 
and British sides. 

They are working together again to 
forge that great relationship that we 
have always had. In fact, this was the 
last time that the United States and 
Great Britain were on the opposite 
sides of a war. 

While we appreciate that great rela-
tionship we have with Great Britain, 
we are also celebrating that important 
moment in the history of the United 
States: the 200th anniversary of the 
Battle of New Orleans. 

f 

b 1630 

HONORING THE WORK OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I simply 
rise to honor the dedication and com-
mitment of the men and women who 
protect us all as members of the law 
enforcement community. 

Every day police officers throughout 
the country wear the uniform with 
pride and understand the tremendous 
responsibility that comes with it, put-
ting the safety of others before the 
safety of themselves. 

Unfortunately, over the last few 
months, we have been reminded of the 
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